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	MEDIA RELEASE


The PM is Not Elected
"I was elected by the people of Australia as the Prime Minister of Australia", "the people of Australia ... elected me as Prime Minister" and "action on climate change cannot be taken in the absence of an emissions trading scheme" were all false statements by the Prime Minister in his announcement of the leadership spill.

As everyone knows, there is no Prime Ministerial box to tick on the ballot papers. Kevin Rudd was elected by the Labor Party caucus as its leader and potential Prime Minister but the voters had no say in this. All they could do was choose the representatives for their electorates in the House of Representatives and the party with the greatest number of elected members then formed government. Their own chosen leader then became Prime Minister. The elected party can also change the Prime Minister without reference to the voters. As we have now seen, Gillard has been placed in the position by the party.

Everyone also knows that there are many ways to take action on climate change. A carbon tax is one method. Clean energy programs and energy conservation are others. An emissions trading scheme is the most difficult, and many would argue least desirable, of these options.
 
We need to fix our electoral system. Until then we have to resist blatant false statements on national TV as best we can.
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