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Russell Emerson, The Advertiser 6 April, reports on Deloitte's prediction of an acute shortage of aged care beds in the next seven years. Care in the home is also a huge issue, involving the aged, mental health sufferers and people with general infirmity and long-term sickness. The responsibility for care often falls to children or elderly parents, many of whom become trapped, alone, often living in poverty and in desperate need of support and respite from the 24/7 demands on them. 

 

South Australia has over 200,000 carers, each with at least one dependant. This is over 400,000 people directly involved, which is greatly in excess of those in general hospitals. It's a major social problem as well as a significant loss of productivity for SA.

 

An estimated $80M over 4 years, including submissions already made by carer representatives, would relieve the lives of thousands of people in the healthcare system. This is a tiny fraction of the budget for major hospitals. We need a paradigm shift from buildings to people in the Government's healthcare funding. 
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